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I – INTRODUCTION

	The pastoral administration team of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, by following the guidelines provided by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), would like to implement guidelines for the capacitation of new ministers of the Word of God and to cherish the continuous capacitation of those already serving in this ministry. The Lector is a lay person who feels that God calls them to proclaim his word at Mass or at any other worship services. They usually proclaim the First Reading which is taken from the Old testament and they also proclaim the Second Reading which is taken from the New Testament during the Holy Mass. At times, they may also proclaim the responsorial psalm when there is no psalmist. While on the other hand, the Gospel is always proclaimed by an ordinary minister, in this case a deacon or a priest. Lastly, one last function that can be performed by a minister of the word; is to read the prayer of the faithful in the Mass. 


II - SPIRITUAL PREPARATION

	The minister of the Word of God, one important thing that they must know is that to participate to offer the service of proclaiming the sacred scriptures there is also a spiritual preparation before actually performing it, because the liturgy of the word forms a very important and one of the main parts of the mass in which God himself speaks to his people. That it is not simply to just go up and read, the lector has to see beforehand the text that he or she will proclaim to the assembly so it can be done in a faithful way. This need is explained by the USCCB as it follows: 
In texts that are to be pronounced in a loud and clear voice, whether by the Priest or the Deacon, or by a reader, or by everyone, the voice should correspond to the genre of the text itself, that is, depending upon whether it is a reading, a prayer, an explanatory comment, an acclamation, or a sung text; it should also be suited to the form of celebration and to the solemnity of the gathering. Consideration should also be given to the characteristics of different languages and of the culture of different peoples.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  GIRM, no. 38] 

Also, as a lector proclaims the word of God to the assembly it is also encouraged that the minister may also have an intimacy with Christ through the scriptures. To truly discover what the word of God wants to tell them in their life, and not only live the word superficially or in a sentimental way but to really put into practice. This can be put in practice or by doing Lectio Divina, and Lectio Continua of the Bible. 


III - THEOLOGICAL PREPARATION

		The fathers of the Second Vatican Council transmit to us through the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum, that “Therefore, following in the footsteps of the Council of Trent and of the First Vatican Council, this present council wishes to set forth authentic doctrine on divine revelation and how it is handed on, so that by hearing the message of salvation the whole world may believe, by believing it may hope, and by hoping it may love.”[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum, no. 1. Vatican City, 1965.https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html] 

And with this there is also emphasis made on the fact that the two most important parts of the mass which is the Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of the Eucharist are so closely connected. Because it is that through the Liturgy of the Eucharist and what has been proclaimed in the Liturgy of the Word becomes flesh. By the mystery of faith we celebrate in which the bread and wine that is offered transforms into the body and blood of Jesus Christ. And this is clearly stated in Sacrosanctum Concilium as it follows: 
“When the fullness of time had come, he sent His Son, the Word made flesh, anointed by the Holy Spirit, to preach the gospel to the poor, to heal the contrite of heart, to be a "bodily and spiritual medicine", the Mediator between God and man. For His humanity, united with the person of the Word, was the instrument of our salvation.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:   Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 5. Vatican City, 1963.https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19631204_sacrosanctum-concilium_en.html] 

All of this comes down to what Saint Paul already says in Romans 10:17, “Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.” The liturgy of the Word is not just another thing to add to the mass. On the contrary, it is a very important aspect of the mass which brings life into what is celebrated. 


IV - PRACTICAL PREPARATION

	As it was already mentioned beforehand, in order for a minister of the Word of God to be faithful to this service is that they must practice and prepare to proclaim the word with somebody in front with a loud and clear voice. So that it may be easier for the assembly to understand and comprehend the word of God which is being proclaimed. As a minister, it is also important to demonstrate that your role is important and that you wish to perform it with dignity. Therefore, you must be careful about your dress, especially when proclaiming the Word of God in the Eucharist.
	To conclude this brief presentation, the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church would like to present a chart through which anyone who feels called for this ministry may have an opportunity to prepare themselves even before applying for it. There are several pre-requirements which make a candidate suitable for the ministry. The pre-requirements are the following:

	Must be a registered member of the Parish.

	Must have completed the Safe Environment Clearance through the Diocese of Dallas.

	Must have received the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation).

	Feel called by the Holy Spirit to proclaim God’s Word.

	Must not be bound by canonical penalties of any sort.

	Prepare and Proclaim God’s Word for Assigned Liturgies.

	Attend Lector Development Gatherings at least twice a year.

	Must be of good moral standing and be devout and reverent towards the Word of God.

	Dress appropriately and modestly.

	If married, the candidate must be legitimately married by the laws of the Catholic Church.



	The Immaculate Conception Catholic Church thanks you for your understanding and compliance to these norms.
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